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THE DESPERATION OF A MOTHER. 


* Why do you narrate the extraordinary cases of cruelty? These stories will not convert the cruel, and 
they wonndl the fel ngs of magia who are not 0.” 
LY. Cruelty is the fruit of the system. 


In Marion Co., Missouri, a Negro-Trader was, not long ago, making 
up a drove for the Red River country. He purchased two little boys 
of a planter. They were to be taken away the next day. How did 
the mother of the children feel! To prevent her interference, she was 
chained in an out-house. In the night she contrived to get loose, took 
an axe, proceeded to the place where her [yes, her] boys slept, and 
a their heads from their bodies! She then put an end to her own 

tence. 


__ §t[ The negro-trader and planter quarreled, and went to law, 
about the price ! | 
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1 THE DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE IN REGARD TO 


The most determined slaveholders claim authority from the Bible in 
support of slavery. It is of great importance therefore for every person 
to understand what the Bible really does teach. Within the limits ot 
the Record -we cannot attempt to go into an extended examination of 
the Scriptures on this point, but will give a hint which may be of use 
in such an examination, viz. 

The whole ground should be gone over. 

Those passages in which it is claimed that slavery was permitted, 
should be read in the light of those that require the breaking of every 
yoke. ‘The Bible certainly condemns fraud, covetousness and oppres- 
sion. It frequently denounces the wrath of God against those nations 
that oppress the poor and the hireling in his wages. It narrates the 
judgments of God actually out upon such nations. It advocates 
principles of action, with which holding our fellow-men as property, is 
totally inconsistent. How can the same book which inculcates the 
maxims, “ All things whatsoever qe would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to » “Tove thy neighbor as thyself,” authorize the 
holding of men as and chattels—putting them or keeping them 
in a state in which fear is the only motive to action; in which the 
soul che Scag 1eglected, own = yey © aay believe the candid 
inquirer will aished at the mass of thorough-going anti-slavery 
douine in the Bible. The 5 fra will then corn aileet the servi- 
tude which God permitted to his ancient e differ in some important 
et name of slavery in these 
United States? Is there a certainty that the Israelites were permitted 
i Sind hi gorm-cumnasht -dighe. dow picts. patsntohe, when el 

im without his own consent iot pious patriarchs, when their 
bondinea @ikcobled:dINe lange rewardafor shes tecovery? fe. We 
feel certain, after the most careful attention to the subject, that if any 

ntenance can fairly be derived from*the Bible for the continuance 
of American slavery, that venerable book is not only inconsistent with 
the plain promptings of humanity, but with itself! Let those, then, who 
je American slavery with its overseers and auctions, chains and 
whips, its dread of insurrections and its wrath ‘pian free discussion, 
settle the matter as they can with the infidel! We subjoin the follow- 

« ing texts.of Scripture, which came wrapped around .a contribution to 
2 our funds. We know not the writer, but will venture that he is familiar 
| ee with the word of God. Whether he has quoted correctly, a concordance 
a will easily show. 
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“Break undo the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed 
gpfent Kone du Se Ch apn Ar-“Va& 
“God hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all 
| the face of the earth.” AEA I y throtm 26 wird =" 
} “And he that stealeth a man, and selleth or if he be found in 
| 3 his hand, he shall surely be put to death.” 44 oy } x | 
a “Thou shalt neither vex a stranger nor oppress him.” © “~ y 
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“If a man be found stealing any of his brethren, and maketh mer- , 
chandise of him, or selleth him, that thief shall die.” iw 2+/ X 7 

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

“Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.” 

“Wherefore, now, let the fear of the Lord be upon you; take heed 
and do it: for there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor respect 
of persons.” 

“So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done 
under the sun; and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and 
they had no comforter; and on the side of the oppressors there was 
power ; but they had no comforter.” 





SLAVERY THE LEVELER. 


Our opponents say, “ you abolitionists build your theory on the asser- 
tion, ‘ that all men are created equal,’ which is not according to fact—so 
far from it, that no two men are born equal, and take any number of 
men, the longer they live the greater the inequality among them. Thus 

our foundation being worthless, your superstructure has no stability.” 
ot so. The blunder of mistaking equality of rights, for equality of 
powers, does not belong to us. e believe that all men are created 
equal as to RIGHTS, but unequal as to powers, therefore the manifest 
injustice of reducing a class of men to the dead level of mere machines, 
chaining down the noblest powers to the same sphere with the meanest. 
The principle of equality of rights, which is all that we contend for, is 
the only one which permits the souls of men to expand and take rank © 
according to the different a Bor vere Nebel has i eeausiaia ey nga 
a leveling principle, but a regulating an onizing principle. It is 
the samidet of : place for every man and every man At place. But 
slavery is the leveler. Slavery first violates principle of equality 
of rights, by denying it, nullifying, and utterly trampling down whole 
races of men, and then it violates the inequality of powers 2 sp 
ing all tg the same condition of brutal subserviency. Powers that might 
wield a sceptre, or unlock the mysteries of creation, it places beside 
those that can never transcend the use of a hoe. Now abolitionists do 
not enco a man who is only fit to wield the hoe, to throw it down 
and demand te helm of state. All they ask is, that a fair chance 
shall be given to every man, even the poorest scavenger, so to use his 
hoe that he may some day use something better than a hoe. * They 
know that labor is the doom of maa, it cannot be ; but the fear 
of the lash may be; hope may be substituted for that degrading motive, 
and the bitter cup may be sweetened. We are told that the slaves are 
better off than the starving poor of Ireland, or of China. What if it 
were so? Because a day’s wages will not buy a meal of potatoes in 
Ireland, does it follow that a man may witbhold wages from the laborer 
in America, provided he gives him plenty of potatoes? Because the 
mother destroys her infant in over-peopled China, maya man here tear — 
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an infant from its mother, and give it to the first person he meets? There 

are other evils than slavery, and other victims chop ression than slaves, 

but it is a strange logic that quotes one sin in_justification of another, or 

way to retain human beings as goods and chattels, because they are 
tter off as such in America than they would be free in Ireland ! 





{For the Record.] 
‘ “A NEGRO IS A MAN.” 


If so, then Ged has placed him in various relations, such as son, 
brother, husband, father, subject (or citizen). 

As a son, he has bound him to honor and obey his father and mother. 

As a brother, he has bound him to love his kindred, and to relieve 
their distresses. : 

As a husband, he has bound him to love his wife as his own flesh, and 
to cleave to her more strongly than to anyother of the relations in 
which he is placed. “'Therefore, what God hath (thus) bound together, 
let not man put asunder.” : 

As a father, he has bound him to provide for, and educate his offspring. 

And as a subject, he has commanded him to obey the laws of his 
government. 

He then that holds a negro in slavery, breaks every oné of these 
relations in which God has placed him, or, in other words, compels the 
n to disobey God in all these relations. 

s a son, he is not allowed to obey the commands of his parents, 
only in so far as these commands are the commands of his master. 

s a brother, he is tanght to treat his brother as onc brute treats 
another. 
_ As a husband, he is taught to take a wife as brutes do, come together 
for a time, and then separate again ; or, in other words, his relation to 
his wife d upon the will of his master, and not upon the ordi- 
nance of . ‘ 

Who then, that have put asunder men and their wives, that have 
broken all the ties of parents to their children, and children to their 
parents, and that have changed all the relations in which God has 

— man, dare to venture into his presence, without first having 
« broken off their sins by righteousness, (restoring their slaves to the 


in which God placed them,) and obtained forgiveness for their 

. against his laws ? 
urely men are blind who think that God is not jealous of his laws, 
that he will wink at the violation of all those relations in which he 
= his creature, man. If in former ages God condemned men 


* 


nd gave them over to work out their own destruction, for changing the 
oa things which he had made, where is the ground of hope that he 
ill now permit men to change all the relations and uses of his creature, 
man ?—as has been the case with all those who have black skins in 
America. 
If then a negro be a man, it would be well for all such as hold slaves, 
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to examine the relations in which God has placed man, and ascertain 
whether they have not wrested the laws of God to their own destruction. 
Perhaps God may not wait as long with them who trample upon his 
laws now, as he did before the flood. ‘“ Vengeance is mine, saith the 
Lord, and I will repay.” O that this nation may become wise, and 
repent of their sins, and set all the captives free, that there may be 


rejoicing in the land. - JUBILEE. 





LETTER FROM A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL IN ONE 
OF THE SLAVE STATES. 
July 20, 1835. 
BrotrsHer Wricar, 

It was with not a little pleasure and surprise I received the com- 
mission as Agent for your excellent institution, The principles of your 
Society, | have believed and maintained for years. They are incor- 
porated in the Gospel of the Son of God. They are also incorporated 
in the principles of our most excellent government. The instructions 
you give to your agents are truly wise and evangelical. Your institu- 
tion should be, and I trust it is, truly evangeli Those who engage 
in so great and arduous a work should have the wisdom, meekness, 
and ardor of the Apostles. Slavery must, and will come down, and 
be abolished from our land, The Almighty has kindled a fire on that 
subject, that all the waters of the ocean cannot extinguish. In perfect 
agreement with the spirit and system of slavery are those infidel laws 
enacted in the South, prohibiting the slaves to be taught to read the 
Bible. Is not this war direct against Heaven? Have we not great 
reason to fear that God will plead in judgments, yea in heayy v nce 
for these things? If the church of Christ were freed from this sin 
of sins, I should feel very different from what I do, Slave-holding 
ministers, slave-holding officers, and private members !— W hat a great 
and fearful departure from the example and precepts of our Divine 
Lord and Master! How dark the light of the ch on this subject! 
In the name and strength of the Lord God, who is the friend, yea, 
the avenger of the oppressed, let us go forward inthis great and noble 
enterprise. Violent will be the efforts of the to counteract and 
defeat our object. Could I see you face to face, I could say much on this 
subject. I ak God, that the friends of the poor slave have begun to 
organize themselves for work. Iam engaged in the matter in the chureh 
where I am now living, Some sales have taken pace in the church. 
Their cause is now ponte the Session, My Session is straight 
and firm on the subject. in his good providence, has placed me 
over two churches. And such is my present relation and engagements 
to them, that I could not at this time en in an agency under the 
direction of your Board,or any other. How long this may last, 1 know 
not. We cannot tell what will be on the morrow. I can but express 
thanks for the confidence reposed, the honor conferred on one so un- 
worthy. If you could obtain a well-qualified agent, who is not a minister, 
it would promise more good in = State. The Devil hates devoted, 
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faithful ministers, But I know no one that I could recommend to your 
Board. What the Lord may direct me for the future, I know not.—His 
will be-done. May the God of Jacob guide, defend, sustain, and bless 
your efforts on behalf of the oppressed. 

Yours in the Lord. 


The writer of the above is a native of the state im which he resides, 
and of course well knows the nature of that horrid system against 
which he speaks. The South is not all a desert, there are some green 
spots. For such instances of Christian heroism we desire to thank 
God, while we “take courage.”—Eb. Rec. 





(For the Anti-Slavery Record.) 


Dear Sm: I enclose a translation, made by a young lady, from a 
French periodical lately received from Paris, entitled L’Ami De La 
Jeunesse. I do not recollect having seen the facts stated in any of the 
publications of this country, although similar atrocities, as we well know, 
are not of unfrequent occurrence. I am sure they will much interest 
your readers. Yours, &c. S. A. 


{From the Youth’s Friend, May, 1835; Volume 1, Second Series, No. 5.] 
PUBLIC SALE OF HUMAN FLESH. 


During my sojourn in the capital of Virginia, (United States,) I was 
a witness, or the first time in my life, of a Soon as degrading to human 
nature, as productive of horror and disgust to the friends of humanity ; 
the following advertisement having been inserted for several days suc- 
cessively in the newspapers : 

“Monday next, at 9 A. M. at pubiic sale, the slaves whose names 
follow, all negroes of the first quality, namely :—Betsy, a negro woman, 
twenty-three years of age, with her child Cesar three years old; an 
excellent cook, washer and ironer; warranted healthy. Julia, a mulatto 
girl, aged thirteen, robust and active, a good field laborer; with the 
exception of a slight defect in the left eye, she is without fault. Augus- 
tus, a negro lad, six years of age, qualified to become an excellent do- 
mestic ; without defect. 'The aforesaid slaves will be sold without re- 
serve to the highest bidder, and the purchaser will be able to obtain 
credit for two or even four months, upon good security.” 

_ ~ I was anxious to be present at such a strange commercial transaction, 

and I was there punctually. In the midst of various articles exposed 
for sale, such as pots, pans, beds, chairs, books, &c. &c., were seated 
th: unhappy slaves, all ed together, and all, as one would imagine, 
appropriately clothed. The poor mother, with her child in her arms, 
was the first object that drew my attention. The auctioneer had placed 

_her in such a manner, that she and her infant should be the first object 
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seen by those who entered the market. ‘The customers, as they entered, 
cast their eyes upon the group so worthy of pity, to satisfy their curiosity, 
and examined them as if they were gazing at some chef d’ ceuvre pro- 
duced by the chisel cf Canova. I could not help shuddering with in- 
dignation, in considering the indifference and gross rudeness with which 
these insensible men treat their slaves. Betsy was the only one who 
appeared to feel all the rigors of her situation ; her eyes remained con- 
stantly fixed upon her infant, and if she raised them for a moment, it 
was to obey the ordcr of a purchascr, who wished, probably, to assure 
himself that they were strong enough to support labor by day and by 
night ; but she had scarcely yielded to his injunction, ere they fell again 
upon the miserable infant which reposed on her bosom; she even replied 
to all their questions without raising her eyes to the person by whom 
she was addressed. 7 

It was not the same, however, with the other slaves ; they smiled at 
every jest, and their large white eyes, like brilhants fastened to their 
foreheads, sparkled with jcy at the gay conversation and at the witty 
remarks of the gentlemen who had come hither with the inten- 
tion of purchasing human beings at a fair price. But the moment of 
the sale was approaching, and several persons were assembled in the 
hall: the erier invited them to come out, and upon a table placed before 
the door in the middle of the street, was exposed one of the slaves whe 
were for sale. 

Betsy and her child had the honor of figuring first. ‘The crier stood 
upon a chair placed néar. I discovered in the crowd a dozen negroes 
at least, who, passing at the time, were drawn by curiosity to approach, 
and appeared to follow with attention the progress of the sale ; could 
not forbear sympathizing with the unhappy beings, in reading upon 
their countenances the interest with which their companions in misery 
inspired them. ‘Let us proceed, gentlemen,” cried the seller of human 
flesh in a stentorian voice ;——“ let us proceed, a woman for sale !” 

“An excellent woman; not a fault! and a little boy in the bargain. 
How much for the mother and child—250 dollars ; very well, sir, $250 
to begin. Some one has bid $250. Truly, gentlemen, they sell cattle 
for a larger price; $250; look at these eyes, examine these limbs— 
shall I say $260? Thanks, gentlemen, some one has bid $260. It 
seems to me that I heard $275 ;—go on, gentlemen ; I have never sold 
such a bargain. How! $280 dollars for the best cook, the best washer 
and the best dressmaker in Virginia? Must I sell her for the miserable 
price of $280?—$300; two gentlemen have said 300. Very well, 
gentlemen ; I am happy to see you begin to warm a little; some one 
hid 310—310, going—330—335—340—340, gomg—upon my honor, 
gentlemen, it is indeed a sacrifice to lose so a cook ; a great bargain 
for $340. Reflect upon it a little, and do not forget there is a little boy 
in the bargain.” 

Here our auctioneer was interrupted in his harangue by one of his 
customers, a man whose appearance had inspired me, from the first 
moment, with a feeling of horror, and who, with the indifference and 
sang froid of an assassin, made to him the following observation : “As 
for the negro child, it is good for nothing ; it is not worth a day’s nour- 
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ishment, and if I have the mother, I will give away the child very quick 
the first bidder will be able to have it at a cheap bargain.” 

I glanced at the unfortunate mother, anxious to see what effect this 
barbarous proposal would have upon her. She did not speak, but a 
profound sadness was impressed on her countenance. The little inno- 
cent which she held in her arms, fixed his large eyes upon her, as 
if saying, “mama, why do you weep?” Then he turned toward the 
witnesses of this heart-rending scene, with an expression that seemed 
to ask, what they had done to his mother to make her weep so bitterly. 
No, never will this moment escape my memory ; it has confirmed me 
for all my life in the horror that I already felt at this infamous traffic. 
The auction continued, and finally the crier, striking a heavy blow with 
a hammer, pronounced the award ; to Mr. for $360. The victim 
descended from the table and was led away-by the purchaser. The 
other slaves were sold in the same manner as poor Betsy. Julia 
was sold at $326, and Augustus at $105. They both fell to the same 
individual who had purchased the former lot. I had judged from his 
appearance that he might be some young farmer, and they assured me 
that such was the fact. I had at least one satisfaction, that of thinking 
they had not fallen into the hands of a slave merchant by profession. 
{n his eyes, it is true, might be seen the contentment of one who thinks 
he has made a + bargain, but he treated with mildness these unfor- 
tunate beings who had become his property; he did not speak to them 
in a severe humiliating tone, so common to those who frequent these 
frightful markets. —Travels of Arfvredson. , 





It was in the United States that the scene took place of which we 
have just copied an account; in the same United States whose generous 
efforts for the diffusion of the word of God and for the establishment 
of missions among the pagans, we have so justly commended in this 
publication, When then shall the Christians of this country put an 
end to this horrible traffic? When shall they wipe out the stain which 
is impressed on the national character ? 





White Lady, happy, proud and fi 
Lend tetas thine ag me; vie 
Let the Negro Mother’s wail 

Turn thy pale check still more pale. 
Can the Negro Mother joy 

Over this her captive boy, 

Which in bondage and in tears, 

For a life of wo she rears ? 

Though she bears a Mother’s name, 
A Mother’s rights she may not claim; 
For the white man’s will can 


Her darling from her bursting heart, 
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A SAMPLE OF THREATENING, 


We seldom notice the daily threats that we receive from slaveholders. 
Could they be spread out before the community, we think they would 
go far to prove to the unprejudiced, if itis possible for such to need 
proof, that slavery is tyranny, and slaveholders tyrants. ‘Tyrants are 
not all alike, to be sure; some have many good qualities—Nero was 
sometimes, and to some persons, very kind—dut the bulk of them are 
cruel. Their “tender mercies are cruel.” 

Observe—the note beneath is from the District of Columbia! 


“ Georgetown, D. C., August 6th, 1835. 
“R. G. WiLiiaMs, 
Publisher of the Emancipator. 

. “Sir,—The Emancipator is returned herewith, being unwilling to cir- 
culate, or have about my premises, a sheet which bears every mark of 
— and whose conductors await, it is to be hoped, an ignominious 

eath. 

“If your cause is a good one, why circulate your ;“per in the dark ? 
You are certainly not ashamed to be found doing a ~izhteous act? then 
why does not the person who distributes the Emancipator, call in the 
open day with his paper? Is he afraid of Judge Lynch? No! Your 
deeds are evil; therefore, you prefer darkness rather than light. 

*T should like to see some of your worthy coadjutors in this part of 
the country, with your dirty sheet for distribution, as there are several 
rope-factories here almost out of work, and they could not be better 
employed than making ropes to hang such authors. Or, if you have 
any spare Steam Doctors, you might send us a few, just to keep them in 
practice, as it appears they ‘ don’t take’ in Mississippi.” 


This note, be it remembered, comes from the place where Dr. Cran- 
dall has been arrested for having in his possession copies of the Eman- 
cipator, &c.; and where, but for the wal!s of his prison, he probably 
would be hanged, without judge or jury! See here the motives of slave- 
holders and colonizationists in urging us to go to tie South. “If your 
cause is good,” say they, “why do you not publish it at the South ?” 
And before we have time to reply, they tell us, “ why, if you should 
= seoae such doctrine at the South, you would be hung in a moment.” 

herefore, is their sage conclusion, your doctrines cannot be true! 





SELLING CHILDREN BY THE POUND! 


The following conversation between two planters, one from North 
Carolina, and the other from Mississippi, recently occurred on board. 
one of our splendid North River Steamboats. It was given to us in 
writing, by a respectable citizen of Poughkeepsie, who heard it. 

Mississippian. What is a youngnegro boy worth in North Carolina ? 

Carolinian. ‘They fetch a great price there. 
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M. Are slaves scarce there at present ? 

C. They are scarce and high. Those that have slaves are out of 
debt, and of course able to hold them, or get their price. 

M. What is a negro man worth? 

C. I purchased one a short time since for $750. 

M. d what are women with children worth? 

C. ‘They are much higher in proportion to other slaves. 

M. Well, what would a good likely n boy bring? 

C. Under fifty [pounds] they fetch DOLLARS PER 


POUND, that is the common price! 

And how much worse would it be, first to slay and then hang up the 
flesh in the shambles to sell? In the name of humanity and heaven, 
let us not utter a syllable about the cannibals of Quallah Battoo! 
What! sellers of living human flesh BY THE POUND, complain- 
ing that their Missionaries are murdered and eaten !—Better keep 
them at home then. Ep. Ree. 





{For the Anti-Slavery Record.} 
THE TIMES CHANGED. 


Mr. Editor,—The righteen Southerners who called the meeting in 
Tammany Hall, either mistook the feeling of their countrymen, or else 
the times are changed with us. They came forward with a pro 

of: ‘frank and dispassionate discussion !? A hypocritical ciated the 
event proved it; but mark the substitution at teloaie, for menace. 
Two years ago they.called upon the people of New-York, openly, in 
the public prints, to put down Tappan and Garrison, and themselves 
; a mob of five thousand persons to execute their purpose. Now 
talk about dit cussion !—Discussion—the deadlieat fe to slavery, 


1 


as the whole southrn press testifies. Permit me to wranscribe a para- 
graph from the Col mbia (S, C.) Telescope, which appeared about two 
years since, as a sa nple. 


“Tet us declare, through the public journals of our country, that 
the question of slavery is not, and shall not be open to discussion :— 
that the system is deep-rooted amongst us, and must remain for ever ;— 
that the a | moment any private individual attempts to lecture us upon 
its evils and immorality, and the necessity of putting means in opera- 
tion to secure us from them :-—in the same moment his tongue shall be 
cut out and cast upon the dunghill. We are freemen, sprung from a noble 
stock of freemen, able to boast as noble a line of ancestry as ever graced 
this earth. ‘We have burning in our bosoms the spint of freemen,— 
live in a country blessed with its privileges,—under a government that 
ada itself to protect us in the enjoyment of our peculiar domestic 

tutions, in peace and mbdieturbed.. &e. &c,” Here is the honest 

ex ion of that feeling which now cloaks itself under the offer of 
“frank and dispassionate discussion.” ~ R. 

P. 8. Since the above was written, the same sentiments have been 
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expressed by an immense meeting of citizens in Charleston. Suppose 
all the Neros and Caligulas of the world, past and present, were col- 
lected into a “ sovereign state,” could they talk or act more tyrannically ? 
The question is, wh such tyranny shall be continued, or given up ? 





THE NORFOLK MANIFESTO. 


The citizens of Norfolk, Va., have shown a blindness, more mar- 
vellous than it is uncommon, in their late proclamation against those 
whom they are pleased to cali “the cold-blooded hypocrites of the 
Anti-Slavery school.” ‘They complain of being “ denounced as tyrants 
and oppressors,—as Man-robbers and pirates.” And in the next breath, 
they say, “‘ When asked by what right we retain this class of our popu- 
lation in bondage, we shall, like the chivalry of Scotland, on a similar 
occasion, point to our swords. We gall scorn to render any other re- 
ply.” Well, who is a tyrant, if not the master whose right lies in his 
sworD ?—who scorns to give any other account of the matter? We 
made the charge; the citizens of Norfulk have brought the proof Are 
we to be told that these men who ‘make weight’ in the scales of justice 
by throwing in their ‘SWORDS,’ have always been just and kind to 
their slaves, and true to their country, and would continue to be so, but 
for our interference? Are honest men exasperated by the pecking, of 
the house-dog? If aman rate accused of cruelty to his horse, does 
he thereupon, out of spite, fall to beating the animal? 





{From the Atlantic Souvenir.—1832.]} 
THE AFRIC’S DREAM, 


BY MISS E. M. CHANDLER. 


Why did ye wake me from my sleep? it was a dream of bliss! 
pe ye have torn me from that land to pine again in this. 
Methought, beneath yon whispering tree, that I was laid to rest, 
The turf, with all its wither’d flowers, upon my cold heart press’d. 


My chains, these hateful chains, were gone—oh, would that I might die, 
So from my swelling pulse I could for ever cast them by! . 
And on, away o’er Tand and sea, m joyful spirit Swen 
Till near my own banana-tree, I ligh down at 


ao | 
. 


My cabin door, with all its flowers, was still profusely gay, 

As when I lightly sported there, in childhood’s careless day ; 

But trees, that then were sapling twigs, with broad and shadowing bough 
Around the well-known threshold spread a freshening coolness now. 
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The birds, whose notes I used to hear, were shouting on the earth, 
As if to greet me back again with their wild songs of mirth; 


My own bright stream was at my 
My burning lip, and check, and 


feet, and how | Jaugh’d to lave 
row, in that delicious wave ! 


My boy, my first-born babe, had died amid his early hours, 
And there we laid him to his sleep among the clustering flow’rs ; 


Yet lo! without my sotinge door he sported in his glee, 
e is 


With her whose grav 


ar from his, beneath yon linden tree. 


I sprang to snatch them to my soul, when, breathing out my name, 
p my hand, and et’ my lip, a crowd of loved ones came! 


To 
Wife, parents, children, 


insmen, friends! the dear and lost ones all, 


With blessed words of welcome, came to greet me from my thrall. 


Forms, long unseen, were by my side; and, thrilling on my ear, 


Came cadences, from 
And on my cheek fond | 


ntle tones, unheard for many a year; | 
lips were press’d with true affection’s kiss— 


And so ye waked me from my tears—but ’twas a dream of bliss! 
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